€3} protocols.io Partof SPRINGERNATURE

Dec 03, 2025

€) Opening a *tar.gz file on Windows

DOI
https://dx.doi.org/10.17504/protocols.io.3byl46n30go5/v1

Aaron Pennington1

TUniversity of Rochester Medical Center

Aaron Pennington

University of Rochester Medical Center

Create & collaborate more with a free account

Edit and publish protocols, collaborate in communities, share insights through comments, and
track progress with run records.

Create free account

OPEN aACCESS

DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.17504/protocols.io.3byl46n30go5/v1

Protocol Citation: Aaron Pennington 2025. Opening a *.tar.gz file on Windows. protocols.io
https://dx.doi.org/10.17504/protocols.io.3byl46n30go5/v1

License: This is an open access protocol distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which

permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited
Protocol status: Working

Created: November 19, 2025

protocols.io | https://dx.doi.org/10.17504/protocols.io.3byl46n30g05/v1 December 3, 2025 1/6



https://dx.doi.org/10.17504/protocols.io.3byl46n3ogo5/v1
https://dx.doi.org/10.17504/protocols.io.3byl46n3ogo5/v1
https://www.protocols.io/researchers/aaron-pennington
https://www.protocols.io/researchers/aaron-pennington
https://www.protocols.io/researchers/aaron-pennington
file:///sign-up?u=about%3Ablank
https://dx.doi.org/10.17504/protocols.io.3byl46n3ogo5/v1
https://dx.doi.org/10.17504/protocols.io.3byl46n3ogo5/v1
https://dx.doi.org/10.17504/protocols.io.3byl46n3ogo5/v1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.protocols.io/
https://www.protocols.io/
https://dx.doi.org/10.17504/protocols.io.3byl46n3ogo5/v1

€3} protocols.io Partof SPRINGERNATURE

Last Modified: December 03, 2025
Protocol Integer ID: 232989

Keywords: zip, window

Abstract

This protocol provides instructions on how to use 7-Zip to open a *tar.gz file on Windows.
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Download the *tar.gz file

1

In order to open your data from our delivered *tar.gz file, you will need to download the
program 7-Zip. It is an open-source program that can open and create archived and
compressed files. We will use it to open the *tar.gz file. Use the standard parameters for
installation.

https://www.7-zip.org/

With 7-Zip installed, you can click the FTP download link(s) provided in our delivery
email to download your data. Downloading the file(s) can take hours to complete.

X | GRC Data Delivery - Example

@ Eample

Dear Investigator(s),

Please see the attached report for information pertaining to this project. Download the raw fastq data (2x150, NovaSeq) for your project below. Let me know if you have any questions or issues.

Checksum = b7d4c4bf1a7c9c081ed0daB8bSAd294a

**All work performed by the University of Rochester Genomics Research Center (URGRC) should be acknowledged in scholarly publications, posters, and oral presentations. Proper recognition allows us to
measure the impact of our work and supports our initiatives in obtaining sponsored funding. In addition, any URGRC personnel who make a substantial intellectual or experimental contribution are deserving
of further recognition as co-author on any published material at the discretion of the Director and Principal Investigator. Please send citations of any published material to John Ashton or Elizabeth Pritchett.
Additional analysis, aside from our standard workflow, is available and is handled on a case by case basis. We strongly encourage collaborative ventures between GRC bioinformaticists and researchers but
this is at the discretion of the GRC Director:+*

Regards,

Open the *tar.gz file in 7-Zip

3

Follow these steps to open the *tar.gz file.

1. Navigate to your Downloads folder in File explore

2. Find the *tar.gz file in your Downloads folder

3. Right click the *tar.gz file

4. Select 7-Zip

5. Click on the Open archive option at the top of the menu to open the *tar.gz file in 7-
Zip
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. deliv_Example_raw.tar.gz

Open with

7-Zip

7 Share

Give access to

Restore previous versions
Send to

Cut

Copy

Create shortcut
Delete

Rename

Properties

Open archive

Open archive

Extract files...

Extract Here

Extract to "deliv_Example_raw.tar\"

Test archive

Add to archive...

Compress and email...

Add to "deliv_Example_raw.tar.gz.7z"

Compress to "deliv_Example_raw.tar.gz.7z" and email
Add to "deliv_Example_raw.tar.gz.zip"

Compress to "deliv_Example_raw.tar.gz.zip" and email
CRC SHA

C\Users\ [N O cwnloads\deliv_Example_raw.tar.gz\, — X
File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
o
b om v o o= X f
Add  Extract Test Copy Move Delete Info
¥ ||_'| C:\Users\ [ D ownloads\deliv_Example_raw.tar.gz\ ~
MName Size Packed 5ize  Modified Host 05 CRC Folders
10240 457 2025-11-201%:33  Unix 4AD3F25DA
£ >

0/ 1 object(s) selected

Navigate to your data in 7-Zip

4 With the *tar.gz file open in 7-Zip, we can access your data
1. Double click on file icon (left of *tar)
2. Double click on folder icon (left of the folder name)
3. See on screen the files for your data

protocols.io | https://dx.doi.org/10.17504/protocols.io.3byl46n30g05/v1 December 3, 2025

4/6


https://www.protocols.io/
https://www.protocols.io/
https://dx.doi.org/10.17504/protocols.io.3byl46n3ogo5/v1

€3} protocols.io Partof SPRINGERNATURE

C\Users\ I D cvwnloads'\deliv_Example_raw.tar.gz\deliv_Example_raw.tar\deliv_Example_raw’ — O X
File Edit View Faverites Tools Help

f o= v o o= X i

Add  Extract Test Copy Move Delete Info

¥ |_] C:\Users\ [N Downloads\deliv_Example_raw.tar.gz\deliv_Example_raw.tar\deliv_Example_raw\ ~

Mame Modified Created Accessed Mode Comment Device Major
Example_multiqc_repor.. 2023-11-20 13:32 drwxras---

| | Con_1_R1fastq.gz 2025-11-19 17:56 - PW-TW-=--

| | Con_1_R2fastq.gz 2025-11-1917:56 -rW-rw----

| | Con_2_R1fastq.gz 2025-11-1917:56 -rW-rw----

| | Con_2_R2fastq.gz 2025-11-1917:56 -rW-rw----

| | Con_3_R1fastq.gz 2025-11-19 17:56 -PW-TW----

| | Con_3_R2fastq.gz 2025-11-19 17:56 - PW=TW==-=

B Bxample_multige_repor... 2025-11-2015:32 - PW-TW-=--

| | Exp_1_R1fastq.gz 2025-11-1917:56 -rW-rw----

| | Exp_1_R2fastq.gz 2025-11-1917:56 -rW-rw----

| | Exp_2_R1fastq.gz 2025-11-1917:56 -rW-rw----

| | Exp_2_R2fastq.gz 2025-11-1917:56 -rW-rw----

| | Exp_3_R1fastq.gz 2025-11-19 17:56 -PW-TW----

| | Exp_3_R2fastq.gz 2025-11-1917:56 -PW-TW-=-~

|=] md3sums.log 2025-11-20 15:32 - PW-TW-=--

< >

0/ 15 object(s) selected

Saving your data

5

Now that your data is open in 7-Zip, you can copy the files to a secure location. We
recommend smdnas as a secure location to save your data.

You can follow the instructions at the following link to access smdnas.
https://www.protocols.io/view/delivery-via-smdnas02-2619e5d97g947/v3

1. In another File explore window, open the folder that we will copy the data too

2.1In 7-Zip hold the "ctrl" key and press the "A" key on your keyboard to select all the
files (now highlighted blue)

3. Press on and hold left click while over any highlighted file

4. While holding down left click move the cursor over to the secure location on the other
File explore window and release left click

This will start the process of copying the files to the new folder. This will likely take about
the same time as it did to download the *tar.gz file. Once your data has been saved, we
recommend keeping the original *.tar.gz file in a safe location so that it can be re-opened
in the future.
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 Exarmple  Exarmple.rawtandef_Example ran - o x

8] Fie Edit View Favorites Tools Help

ple_raw.tar.g2\deliv_Example_rav.tar\deliv_Example_raw\ ~

reated Access Mod

Tl 2025-11-20 1532

2025-1-20 15:32
2025-11-19 17:56
2025-11-19 17:56
2025-11-19 17:56
2025-11-19 17:56
2025-11-19 17:56
2025-11-19 17:56
USR] 2025-11-20 1532
2025-11-19 17:56
2025-11-19 17:56
2025-11-19 17:56
2025-11-19 17:56
2025-11-19 17:56 -
2025-11-19 17:56 -

624 624 2025-11-2015:3256

Troubleshooting and solving errors

6 Checking for a successful download
In order to ensure the *tar.gz did not fail to download check the following
= Look in your browser's downloads to see the download progress of the file
= Losing your internet connection or power while downloading the file will require the
download to be restarted
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